
A B C  S E E K I N G
WATER HEROES FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS

What’s at Stake?
Consider your legacy. Imagine your children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. Do you want them to enjoy the same 
privilege of safe water and a clean environment that you have contributed to? In order to maintain and exceed this level of 
public health and environmental care, those individuals following your career path must have the same knowledge, skills, and 
education.

Think You Have What It Takes?
In order to keep up with the certification demands as the industry continually evolves, the Association of Boards of Certification 
(ABC) and the Certification Commission for Environmental Professionals (C2EP) need talented professionals such as you to 
volunteer for various committees and task forces. 

Water, Water Everywhere!
Water shapes the whole world. It makes up approximately 70 percent of Earth’s surface and the adult human body. The 
average person in the United States uses an estimated 80 to 100 gallons of the liquid per day. Water nourishes thirst, provides 
entertainment on hot days, creates energy, and fosters the growth of all plant and animal life on this planet. Wow! That is a lot 
of responsibility placed on your job every day.

We are lucky to live in a place where talented individuals like yourself care for the quality of our water and our environment, 
and are knowledgeable in the skills necessary to perform your job to the fullest. Not everyone in the world is this lucky. Almost 
1 billion people are living without access to clean, safe water. As a direct result of water illness, a child dies every 20 seconds. 
Being able to turn on the faucet and immediately receive clean water or flush a drain and trust that the wastewater is properly 
handled is something many people in this world take for granted. So often, they never stop to think about the heroes behind 
the process. Your job is vital to the public health infrastructure and the environment we all cherish and you should be proud of 
the lives you touch every single day. 
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If you think you have what it takes to be a hero for future generations, flip the page to 
see how you can make a difference by volunteering as a Subject Matter Expert (SME).
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What You Can Look Forward To
In addition to making a difference in public health and safety, volunteering with ABC and C2EP offers 
numerous valuable personal and professional benefits. A few of these include:

 S Establishing yourself as a leader through networking and invaluable volunteer experience with a leading 
voluntary certification program.

 S Expanding your knowledge of your industry through ongoing collaboration and research with professionals 
of diverse backgrounds.

 S Leaving your mark by contributing your point of view and experience to the most recognized international 
certification organization in the water environment industry.

 S Travel and expenses for attendance at committee meetings, workshops, and training funded by ABC.

Finding the Right Subject Matter Expert (SME) Opportunity
Are you a certified operator, an environmental trainer, a certification officer, an environmental regulator, 
and/or an engineer? Additionally, do you have at least five years of experience within these listed fields?  If 
you answered yes to both of these questions, you have what it takes to volunteer with C2EP!

C2EP Committees
Various SME positions with the Commission include:

 S Scheme Committees: craft standards and policies to govern C2EP certification programs
 S Examination Development Subcommittees: develop and maintain standardized exams for C2EP 

certification programs
 S Technical Committees/Taskforces: work on special projects to meet arising needs (beta test exams, 

complete surveys, etc.)

Still Interested?
Think you are ready to be a hero for the future? Visit www.abccert.org/volunteer/GetInvolved.asp and get 
more information or fill out an application online. We look forward to meeting our new hero!

Who We Are
ABC was founded in 1972 by a group of water and wastewater industry leaders who wanted to foster operator 
certification programs and reduce the diversity among them. Today, ABC includes almost 100 certifying 
authorities, representing more than 40 states, 10 Canadians provinces and territories, as well as several 
internationl programs. 

C2EP is responsible for developing and maintaining ABC’s voluntary certification program in addition to 
developing standardized exams and item banks - the key ingredients for ABC’s Testing Service.

I began volunteering with ABC 12 years ago as a member of a Validation & Examination (V&E) Committee, the 
committees tasked with updating, validating, and maintaining ABC’s array of exams. This opportunity afforded me 
an opportunity to explore other various roles within the Association, and has led me to my current position as Vice 
Chair of C2EP.

Serving as an ABC volunteer is a unique opportunity to shape the future and overall professionalism of the industry 
on local, state, provincial, and international levels. ABC’s targeted focus to remain psychometrically valid in every 
aspect requires reasoned input from multiple stakeholders representing every sector of the industry.

The best part of volunteering has been the professional and personal relationships that have been forged throughout the years. Through 
serving with ABC, I am able to grasp the big picture on multiple certification issues. On a personal level, ABC takes great care of its 
volunteers and goes out of its way to ensure that travel and accommodation needs are not only met but exceeded. 

If you are considering becoming a SME, just do it. You won’t be disappointed!

MEET ONE OF ABC’S CURRENT HEROES:
J O H N  S O LV I E ;  C I T Y  O F  L A S  V E G A S

http://www.abccert.org/volunteer/GetInvolved.asp

